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MOCAK - a new place for Polish and international contemporary art

The Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow is the first museum of contemporary art in Poland to have been built from scratch. The building
was constructed on the site of Schindler's former factory in Zabtocie, Krakéw's postindustrial district, which has been undergoing dynamic
revitalisation in recent years. The building has been designed by Claudio Nardi, an Italian architect and interior designer, who works within the
framework of the neomodernist architectural tendency. In his works, Nardi takes on problems of transformation and the relations between
innovation and history, form and function, and product and communication.

MOCAK will be collecting, archiving and providing access to an international art collection, presenting the development of art during the last
twenty years and relating the most recent artistic phenomena to the tradition of postwar art. The programme of the institution also comprises

research and publishing programmes as well as educational activity, which will be carried out with the aim of establishing new audiences.

History of the Creation of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow

The project of the creation of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow goes back to 1983, when correspondence was first exchanged with
the City Council referring to the creation of such an institution. Consultations followed for another two years, but they did not venture beyond
general declarations of good will. In 1993, the City Council proposed to create a Branch of Modern Art as part of the Historical Museum of
Krakow, with the preferred location being the former ‘Lenin's House’ in Krélowej Jadwigi Street. However, the lack of any prospect of willingness

by the City Council to provide suitable finance put paid to the matter.

In 2004, Waldemar Dabrowski, the minister of culture at the time, announced the programme Signs of the Times in order to organise regional
collections and centres of contemporary art. During the same year, the Municipality of Krakow repossessed Schindler’s former factory for non-

payment of debts. In 2007, an 11-strong jury, under the presidency of Professor Konrad Kucz-Kuczynski, chose the works of Claudio Nardi and
Leonard Maria Proli as winners of the competition for the Museum building. The design submitted by— the firm Claudio Nardi Architette
proposed erecting a new building on the site of Schindler’s former factory and adaptation of the six existing buildings. Building
works began in December 2009. On the 16" November 2010, the building of MOCAK will be officially inaugurated.



www.mocak.pl
MOCAE bl T

WoCgLE

g
'%
:

Inauguration

attie.D U | |d | ng

MOCAK Leivel O

|
{
e

Me— o n

i i
R
i .
Wi i :
i
4l [
o
BLAn
4 ‘
F . Ty
Ea 14 0
A _ :
'- i T N L LB 1 T L i n - =
- poprem e
S 16.11.2010 5%
2.1 1.£ b il i (1l
Vintizy o 1l ereation ol (he Msruem of Contempany T it Tt P A presentztizn shoul fhe Lgacy ol Mbisks Smecryinki
At i Nyl g ’ e = .
& fm = AL - - b - b [r g e g i.a
bl " - "
e . bt oipe P i Fizard - 4 bl
-l . - J s a ared e . i : b
il ! ¥ - a 5 -
‘ - - i : s
Clabsiibe Mardh Arciitections Jor Sirtidtive Livrs 0 i e T i B i il . . . ;
A e e e 'y 4L i bthes ol o s e tra T iy e A Sesrs and o Corther - 58m @
" s b " T = 1
Presentatmn alml e Lite ary of Weray e Porybabd € — 3 5 o .
i P ; !




Krak
owie




\ -
=k ﬂllll B






















R

L

A u.Jlﬁﬁll

1 ........_E'
AT .q..q.r.._—...._j._i





































CLAUDIO NARDI Architecture for Human lives

A of uide to exhibition

Images of the opening of MOCAK

Credits




Claudio Nardi Architecture for Sensitive Lives (map)

Carrying out architectural projects in Poland and all over the world, Claudio Nardi creates buildings at various scales. The Italian architect offers
both precise and extensive architectural visions.

The narration of the exhibition — based on images, words and video — is developed within six thematic groups.

New cityscapes — Krakow (map)

This is an approximate representation of the process of creating two architectural projects for— Krakow. The first of these is MOCAK; the second
— the Centre for Investor Services, an admin-cum-office space for Nowa Huta.

New landscapes for Florence (map)
An impression on the theme of the traces left by architectural interventions of varying scale, function and impact.
Architetture italiane (map)

The presentation displays many references to Italian rationalism, Baroque and the vital architecture of the Mediterranean, present in the work of
Claudio Nardi.

Building with the world (map)

A presentation about the merging of the style of Italian architecture with local trends, where the Italian influence may either dominate the local
forms, techniques and aesthetics, or — as far as possible — absorb them.

Intramuros (map)

An impression about the dialogue about the individual and architecture, revealed in the tranquility of the home thanks to the abundance of detail
and the variety of materials used.

En vogue (map)

A presentation about the relationship between architecture and the individual, which frequently results in impact reminiscent of that of strategies
of visual identification.
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